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The aim and point of view of this paper demand definition at 
the outset. Two facts are fully recognized. First, that which 
unites American Protestantism in faith and life is far greater than 
that which divides, and it is the common heritage and task which 
especially interest us today. Second, the main influences which 
mold life and thought today bear alike upon us all. The most 
significant lines of division today are not the vertical lines that 
mark off one communion from the other, but the lateral lines of 
stratification that run through all alike. But these very con- 
siderations give the reason for such a report as this. It is because 
of our common faith and task that we wish to know how the tides 
of life and thought are moving at other places. And a third 
consideration points the same way. Our interest is in unity today, 
but not necessarily in uniformity. There are diversities of gifts 
and of ministrations, and the larger spirit of fellowship makes us 
only the more interested in asking each of the other: What have 
you to offer to our common life, and how fares it with you? This 
paper is to consider Methodism in America, and to this broader 
field most of the discussion will apply. The more specific state- 
ments, however, have reference to the Methodist Episcopal church 
of which the writer can best speak from personal knowledge. 
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THE HISTORICAL CHARACTER OF METHODISM 


The Methodism of today can hardly be understood without 
reference to the Methodism of yesterday, for its merits and its 
defects, its progress and its problems are all determined in measure 
by the special character that has marked the movement from the 
beginning. It is true that it is not easy to define the differentia 
of Methodism. Though marked by definite convictions constantly 
proclaimed, Methodism did not begin with a doctrinal issue; 
the articles of religion which Wesley gave to the American church 
were simply a revision of the Thirty-nine Articles. Nor did 
Methodism begin with a doctrine of the church or theory of church 
organization. Its organization, though an outstanding feature, 
was shaped by practical needs, its ritual was inherited, and neither 
was ever considered the article of a standing or falling church. 
And though Methodism’s moral emphasis has always been strong, 
it did not begin as a reform movement. The central concern of 
Methodism has always been her conception of religion, religion as a 
personal relation, a life of conscious fellowship with God in the 
power of the Holy Spirit and with the fruit of holy life and loving 
service. Anglicanism is fundamentally a doctrine of the church, 
as is Roman Catholicism in more thoroughgoing fashion; Calvin- 
ism is primarily a doctrine of God; Methodism is a doctrine of 
religion. 

It is this central conception of Methodism that explains 
its outstanding characteristics: the message emphasized by its 
preachers, its conception of Christian doctrine, and the nature and 
meaning of its organization. These men, like the men of the early 
Christian community, had discovered religion as a life, not an 
institution or a doctrine, a ritual or a code, but as a new life of joy 
and peace and moral power. This explains Methodist preaching, 
central in the Methodist movement, but it explains Methodist 
theology as well. Within the realm of this experience lay the 
interest of Methodist theology, and the interests here involved 
determined the doctrine. This life was God’s free gift intended 
for all men, so that Methodists would have naught of a limiting 
election. This life any man could receive if he would, and this 
he must work out with fear and trembling, so they rejected fore- 
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ordination and determinism with irresistible grace, and emphasized 
human freedom and moral responsibility. And all this in turn 
explains the third characteristic, Methodism as an organized and 
aggressive movement. From such an experience and such a 
conviction there followed the character of Methodism as an 
aggressive evangelistic movement, its central figure not a bishop 
with authority, nor a rector with his robes, nor a teacher among 
his books, but an itinerant preacher with his message. From this 
conception of religion follows the other aspect of organized Method- 
ism, its interest in religious fellowship and oversight, so that the 
new life might be conserved and developed. Thus from this 
central interest there sprang class meeting, prayer meeting, lay 
preaching, itinerant ministry, and the rest. The personality of 
Wesley himself entered in here as a great factor in developing this 
organization, but the main reason for this, aside from his admin- 
istrative genius, was because this conception of religion was 
dominant with him. 


METHODIST THEOLOGICAL THOUGHT 


It is with this background in mind that we are able to understand 
the theological position and temper of Methodism, its combination 
of essential conservatism with an open-minded and progressive 
spirit. The connection is clearly seen in Wesley himself. He had 
no quarrel with the doctrinal standards of Anglicanism, though he 
balked a little at the damnatory clauses of the Athanasian Creed. 
He was delivered alike from dogmatic conservatism and speculative 
radicalism because he rejected that intellectualistic conception of 
religion in which both of these root. His extraordinary liberality 
did not come from indifferentism but from a discerning appre- 
ciation of what religion really was. ‘‘We may die without the 
knowledge of many truths,” he wrote, “and yet be carried into 
Abraham's bosom; but if we die without love, what will knowledge 
avail? I am sick of opinions. Give me solid and substantial 
religion; give me a humble, gentle lover of God and man.” He 
had words of appreciation for men whom orthodox and evan- 
gelical thought had summarily cast out, for Montanists and 
Trappist monks, for Pelagius, Servetus, and Loyola. He published 
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for the edification of his followers the biography of Thomas 
Firmin, a Socinian, declaring that he could not gainsay facts 
though he had once held that there could be no real religion without 
correct opinion of the Trinity. His emphasis upon the certainty 
which came with religious experience gave him a certain further 
freedom in relation to external standards. He was not disturbed 
by a Bible discrepancy, like that of the genealogical tables of the 
Gospels, and he anticipated by nearly a century and a half the 
recent action of the Anglican church in revising the Psalter, elimi- 
nating certain psalms as not being fit for the lips of a Christian 
congregation. 

To this fine tradition the Methodist church on the whole has 
been loyal. It has been generally free from unbalanced radicalism 
of thought as from a heresy-hunting spirit. The saving element 
in both cases has been its dominant concern with a vital religion. 
Divisions among Methodists have not been due to doctrinal 
disputes. The test which Methodists usually apply first to doc- 
trine or church movement is that of the bearing upon life. The 
general trend of thought in the church may readily be seen by 
noting the publications of the Book Concern, the materials of 
religious education put forth by the Board of Sunday Schools, 
the teachings of the theological schools, and the prescribed course 
of study for ministers. These indicate a general acceptance of 
the historical method of biblical study and its more assured results, 
a growing appreciation of the social aspects of religion and of the 
significance of religious nurture, and a sympathetic understand- 
ing of other movements of religious thought. 

Other tendencies, of course, have not been wanting. There 
has been vigorous opposition at such points as biblical study and 
the program of religious education with its underlying ideals. The 
tendency to emphasize practical interests has sometimes prevented 
the frank and thoroughgoing consideration of principles. Anoma- 
lous elements have not been wanting. Such is the retention of 
creed subscription as a requirement of church membership. This 
was inserted only a half-century ago in the church ritual. It 
contradicts the position repeatedly asserted by Wesley who made 
no other condition of membership than the earnest purpose to 
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lead a Christian life, and it violates the original ‘General Rules’ 
which are a part of the constitution of the church. It was elimi- 
nated four years ago in the report of a commission on the revision 
of the ritual, but the proposed return to the original practice and 
to the Wesleyan position was nullified by the action of the bishops 
to whom the report was referred for final consideration. Another 
attempt to eliminate this was made at the last general conference, 
the judiciary committee having reported that it was in violation 
of the constitution, but this failed also. Anomalous also is the 
fact that the communion which has most strongly emphasized 
the gift and the guidance of the Holy Spirit in the church should 
deny this doctrine by seeking to place its articles of religion beyond 
possibility of revision at any later time. On the whole, however, 
the church has been true to Wesley’s fine statement of principle: 

In our first. conference it was agreed to examine every point from the 
foundation. Have we not been somewhat fearful in doing this? What 
were we afraid of ? Of overturning our first principles? Whoever was afraid 
of that, it was a vain fear. For if they are true, they will bear the strictest 
examination. If they are false, the sooner they are overturned the better. 
Let us all pray for a willingness to receive light. 

Turning from these general considerations, it may be observed 
that certain modern movements in theology have found congenial 
soil, if not anticipation, in Methodist thinking. Here may be 
considered first of all the discussions that center about the nature 
of truth, the method of knowledge, and the character of authority 
in religion. Without having worked out the principles involved, 
Methodism furnished an anticipation of the line of thought that 
runs through Schleiermacher and Ritschl to some of the present-day 
pragmatists. In both cases, religion finds its own foundation and 
lives by its own right. Religious truth is neither a logical demon- 
stration, a speculative achievement, nor a supernaturally com- 
municated sum of information. It is a life that is gained in personal 
fellowship, a truth that is first of all a working relationship. The 
apprehension of this belongs only to the believing and obedient 
life, for its realm is that of ideals and values. Authority in such 
case cannot be external, whether of church or creed or Bible. 
The appeal is to the conviction of the hearer, the validation is by 
the experience of life. 
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Turning to the central theme of theological interest today, the 
doctrine of God, we find again modern tendencies that are especially 
congenial to the Methodist point of view. The interest of Cal- 
vinism was in the sovereign will of God, its emphasis was upon 
absolute power and unrestricted choice; God was first of all the 
Great Ruler. The emphasis of Methodism has always been upon 
the character of God, and his relation to men has been conceived 
as primarily personal and ethical. Consistently there was a 
vigorous assertion of moral freedom, and a sturdy moral realism 
in recognizing the human factor in salvation. Here is the limited 
God, not with the dualism of Mr. Wells, and yet truly limited by 
his own character and that of the world which he has shaped. 
More important is the essential democracy of God here as against 
the old absolutism. There was indeed a democracy in the old 
Calvinism which gave men the fear of God and delivered them from 
the fear of kings. But the relation between God and man was not 
democratized, nor the relation of God to his world. Essential to 
democracy are the reliance upon truth, the method of freedom, 
the principle of responsibility, and the obligation of service as 
inhering in power. Methodism emphasized the personal relation 
as against that of mere ruler and subject, the appeal of truth, and 
the response of freemen. And its constant stress on the indwelling 
and enabling Spirit of God was a real preparation for the God of 
our present faith, working not as irresistible power exercised from 
without, but in the immanence of a moral and personal presence, 
himself suffering and striving and toiling that love and righteousness 
may triumph in the earth. 

Before leaving the field of theology, consideration should be 
given to Methodist thought on certain questions in which it has 
been peculiarly interested, the questions of sin and conversion, 
the witness of the Spirit, and entire sanctification. In all these 
points there must be noted a continued interest and the occurrence 
of change. Earliest Methodist thought accepted the traditional 
Calvinistic ideas about original sin; Wesley asserted not merely 
total depravity but native guilt as well. Later Methodist theo- 
logians saw that this involved ideas which they repudiated. This - 
reduction of sin to a natural state was inconsistent with their 
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emphasis upon moral freedom and responsibility. Further, the 
total depravity of Calvin left men inert and impotent in relation 
to all good; salvation would then be not a moral process but a 
mechanical affair of election at sovereign pleasure and compulsion 
by irresistible grace. So they declared that this utterly corrupt 
and impotent individual was a theological figment, since we know 
of no humanity apart from the Spirit of God. They recognized the 
absolute dependence of man upon God and did not oppose Pelagius 
to Augustine; but they insisted upon a “prevenient grace” whose 
influence left no man untouched. This has been the position of 
leading writers of the last two generations. 

The practical importance of this position appears in connection 
with the question of children and religious nurture. If total 
depravity in the Calvinistic sense describes the status of childhood, 
then certain alternatives are open. Baptismal regeneration is one 
and Wesley as a good Anglican declared “that all who are baptized 
in their infancy are at the same time born again”; but this sacra- 
mentarianism did not obtain long in Methodism. More common 
was the idea that childhood belonged by nature to the devil until 
it turned to God. With this went the exclusive stress upon adult 
conversion as the way into the kingdom. The Methodist church 
today holds to neither of these views. “All children are born in 
the Kingdom of God,” it declares, and it enforces the obligation to 
train the children in the church rather than to wait and win them 
from the world. 

Earlier Methodism laid great stress upon a conscious experience 
of the work of the Holy Spirit as accompanying conversion and 
sanctification. There is just as clear realization today that the 
new life in man is the work of the Spirit of God, but there is less 
tendency to stress the emotional accompaniments and more 
emphasis upon the decision of a trustful and obedient will. 
Methodism still believes in the assurance of the Holy Spirit, in a 
life that is more than belief and effort, that involves love and joy 
and peace which men know as the gift of God and the evidence of 
his presence. But there is less tendency to insist upon one pattern 
of experience and to rest one’s assurance upon varying states of 
feeling, and there is the conviction that the final ground of assurance 








— 


proses 


See 


aT MET Onan irre com re 


i 


488 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 





is in that mercy of God which men lay hold of by faith. The 
emphasis upon sanctification as a conscious and final experience 
at a given time must be distingujshed as the form of doctrine from 
the substance. The form is not now generally held; there remains 
the emphasis upon the fact that religion means holiness of life, 
a holiness which is alike the gift of God and the task of man. 
“Loving God with all our hearts, and our neighbors as ourselves, 
is the perfection I have taught these forty years,’’ wrote Wesley 
himself in old age. In some quarters the social meaning of this 
doctrine has been asserted of late, as in the social service statement 
adopted by the general conference of Canada. 

Had the Methodist. doctrine of holiness, or perfect love, been followed in 
all its social and economic implications, Methodism would have been the 
home of that passion for human brotherhood, religious in its intensity, which 
has been shown by many groups of men and women outside the church, and, 
as Mr. Dale of Birmingham has said, “‘Methodism would have inaugurated 


a revolution compared with which the Protestant reformation would have to 
take second place.” 


METHODISM AT WORK " 


From the discussion of the thought of the church we turn to 
consider its activities. To what tasks is Methodism addressing 
itself? In an earlier period adult evangelism was its outstanding 
activity. The obligation to the unchurched is still realized, but 
methods of work have changed. While large numbers of churches 
hold special evangelistic meetings as a regular part of their year’s 
work, increasing dependence is placed upon personal work 
carried on the year around. Most significant, however, is the 
place given to religious education. There is here the recognition 
that preservation is better than rescue work and the realization 
that nine-tenths of the membership of the church has come in 
from its schools. Indicative of the estimate placed upon this 
work is the fact that it is planned to expend some two millions a 
year in the near future for its development and supervision under 
the Board of Sunday Schools, and this apart from the expenditures 
of the local congregation. Especial attention has been given to 
the development of literature for the Sunday school. The church 
publishing house issues now some three million copies of graded 
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lesson books annually, and of Sunday-school periodicals, weekly, 
monthly, and quarterly, some seventy million copies more. 

The organized missionary work of the church developed at first 
very. slowly, but in fact the church as a whole was a missionary 
body from the beginning. The beginning of Methodism might 
well be dated from that day when the refined and somewhat 
fastidious clergyman of the Church of England overcame his 
repugnance, remembering only the men whom he could not other- 
wise reach, stood in the open air outside of Bristol, and preached 
from the text which long years before that other young man had 
chosen at the beginning of his ministry: “The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, because he anointed me to preach good tidings to the 
poor.” In this country especially the itinerant system made 
possible a unique missionary work of greatest value. 

Last year the church celebrated the one hundredth anniversary 
of the founding of its missionary society. It was made the occasion 
of a notable forward movement. The Methodist Episcopal 
church secured subscriptions amounting to one hundred and 
fifteen millions to cover five years, the church in the South raising 
a proportionate amount. With this went a thorough survey of 
conditions and needs in the home and foreign field conducted by 
specialists, with the careful outlining of larger plans for the future. 
Significant is the attention paid to social servicé and educational 
work. The home and foreign mission boards are planning their 
future work on the basis of a ten-million-dollar annual budget 
for each, to which amount the women’s societies add some three 
and a half millions more. An intensive campaign of education 
was also carried on, large use being made of lay speakers as well 
as of printed materials. Training in the principles and practice of 
Christian stewardship was a part of this campaign, and if at times 
this showed a tendency to drop into a new legalism, for the most , 
part it rested on Christian principles and often showed a fine 
appreciation of the larger application to industrial and social life. 

_ In the field of education the traditional policy of the church has 
strongly favored denominational institutions of higher learning. 
The earlier tendency was to plant these in large numbers, some- 
times with the easy inclination to let pious purpose make up for 
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defective resources. Today the church is trying to consolidate 
rather than multiply schools, is setting constantly rising standards, 
and is making often heroic efforts to give adequate support. A 
recent general campaign added thirty-five millions to properties 
and endowments. A new feature is the changing attitude toward 
state institutions. While the church still feels its personal obliga- 
tion in the field of education and its dependence upon its own 
schools for Christian leadership, it is recognized that at best only 
a part of the field can be covered. Technical training, professional 
preparation, and graduate instruction demand resources beyond 
all but a very few church schools, and aside from this the larger 
facilities of the state schools attract increasing numbers of the 
church’s young people. So the church is going where its students 
are in order to care for them. The first attempt was to furnish 
special religious care, commonly through student pastors. At 
the larger state institutions, such as Illinois and Wisconsin, founda- 
tions are now being established to provide social centers and 
courses of instruction, such as a state institution cannot furnish. 
The latter include the Bible and missions and aim to fit young 
people for Christian service. 

The problem of ministerial education has been one of special 
difficulty in the Methodist church. The character of its early 
work made it necessary to admit untrained men to the ministry, 
and made it possible to use them to large advantage. In many 
churches the limited support offered still makes it impossible to 
command the service of well-equipped men. Meanwhile the 
church has always sought to supply a preacher to every congrega- 
tion. Despite Mr. Wesley’s insistence upon reading and study 
there was at first a widespread suspicion of an educated ministry. 
The church is not yet able to enforce the standard which it has 
set up of a college and seminary training, but for those who do not 
meet this it provides a comprehensive four years’ course of study in 
which every candidate without seminary training must pass 
satisfactory examination. Four years ago this was put in charge 
of a special educational commission, and the plan now contem- 
plates the development of correspondence-school work supple- 
mented by a series of summer schools for intensive training. It 
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may be added that vigorous attention is being given to the matter 
of better pastoral support, with the setting of minimum salary 
standards. At the same time large endowments are being raised 
to furnish retiring allowances. Some twelve hundred thousand 
dollars in pension moneys is now being paid out annually and the 
amount is steadily increasing. 

One other educational agency of the church deserves mention, 
the Book Concern. It is not generally known that this is the 
oldest publishing house in the country and one of the largest, its 
recent report showing total sales for the past quadrennium of 
nearly fourteen millions. Its primary purpose, as officially stated, 
is educational and evangelistic. It represents a policy that goes 
back to the beginnings of Methodism. Mr. Wesley laid the 
greatest stress upon an intelligent and informed people and saw 
the advantage of the printed page for all his work. He put forth 
a constant stream of pamphlets, books, and periodicals. In a 
day when books were a luxury he made them accessible to the 
common people, and it was one of the duties of his preachers to 
see to their circulation. And neither his publications nor his own 
writings were limited to the religious field. He himself, for example, 
translated from the German and revised a somewhat extensive 
popular work covering the general field of scientific knowledge, in 
which are included some striking anticipations of the doctrine of 
evolution (see J. Y. Simpson, The Spiritual Interpretation of Nature, 
pp. 287, 288). The publications of the Book Concern which are 
of more general interest are now put out under the imprint, The 
Abingdon Press. The church, at home and in the mission field, 
is served by a series of journals, some published independently, 
the principal ones by the Book Concern. The latter show a com- 
bined circulation of nearly 300,000, and their value as an agency in 
church work has been indicated especially in connection with the 
recent centenary movement. 

As a final aspect of the work of Methodism its relation to the 
social problem must be considered. The Methodism of the nine- 
teenth century shared the common emphasis upon an individual- 
istic and subjective religion. There were, however, traditions 
that pointed in another direction. The moral earnestness of 
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Methodism had revived the best elements of Puritanism, and while 
the emphasis was sometimes unduly negative the ascetic ideal as 
such had no place with Wesley. He was interested in men and 
in all that concerned their welfare. His relation to prisons and 
prison reform began with the early Oxford days, when he not only 
brought spiritual help to prisoners but gave practical relief that 
secured freedom and a new chance for prisoners held, as many 
were, for trifling debts. He organized friendly visiting and system- 
atic relief, established loan agencies, set up workshops in times of 
widespread unemployment, and founded medical dispensaries 
and free labor bureaus. He attacked the slave traffic and the 
liquor business. In this country the liquor interests have counted 
Methodism as one of the greatest organized forces arrayed against 
them. 

In the common social awakening of recent years Methodism 
has shared to the full. With its traditional moral emphasis and 
its membership so largely from the common people, it ought to be 
pre-eminent in this field. As early as 1892 memorials were sent 
to the general conference requesting action upon social problems. 
The Methodist Federation for Social Service was formed late 
in 1907. The general conference of the following May adopted a 
notable statement of social principles, the first to be set forth by 
any such representative body in this country. This statement, 
with slight modifications, was taken over by the Federal Council 
of Churches six months later. Confirmed by many other religious 
bodies later on, it has had wide circulation as the “social creed of 
the churches.”” Since then the social message has had increasing 
place in the literature published by the church, in the materials 
for study furnished to the Sunday school, in the courses of study 
for ministers, as well as in the plans and discussions of the church. 

The utterances of the last few years have shown a closer grasp 
of the underlying economic problem. In a special statement in 
1918 the bishops declared in favor of “‘ the application of democracy 
to industry,”’ and for ‘‘an equitable wage for laborers, which shall 
have the right of way over rent, interest, and profits. We favor 
collective bargaining as an instrument for the attainment of 
industrial justice and for training in democratic procedure. We 
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also favor advance of the workers themselves through profit- 
sharing and through positions on boards of directorship.” A 
meeting of the bishops, district superintendents, and other officials 
in 1919 declared not only for ‘the democratization of industry, 
but its christianization also,’ insisting that this ‘“‘means that 
power, either political, economic, or industrial, shall not be monopo- 
lized by one class to the detriment or defrauding of another.” 
In closing it called for ‘‘the open discussion in the church of these 
vital questions until ‘the good of all shall become each man’s law.’ ” 
The most definite and far-reaching Methodist statement, however, 
was that adopted by the general conference of the Canadian 
church in October, 1918. It courageously declares: 

One of the causes of the Great War is the rivalry of national groups in the 
exploitation of undeveloped countries. The war has revealed certain moral 
perils, not accidental but inherent in a system of “production for profits.” 
Industrial democracy is demanded to. make political democracy effective. 
While the present separation of capital and labor exists, working conditions 
of industry should be determined by joint industrial councils. The tran- 
scendence of this separation is sooner or later inevitable and is the only “radical 
reform.” That this new order will be based upon the appeal to service rather 
than love of gain is no valid objection to a Christian. 

Emerging in such statements is the recognition of a task that goes 
far beyond ameliorative processes. 

Such a movement has naturally not been without opposition. 
It has come from those who have feared that the individual and 
spiritual element of religion was being lost with the social emphasis, 
who failed to grasp the essentially moral and religious content 
of the new conception. Once or twice the hostile attitude arose 
apparently because there had been frank criticism of the church 
itself in relation to certain vested interests. Here as elsewhere the 
church has felt something of the reactionary spirit that has appeared 
since the war, with its temper of suspicion and intolerance. But 
on the whole these are but eddies in the stream. The wholesome 
effect of the new ideas is seen especially in the larger program of 
the church. The comprehensive ideal has become the Kingdom of 
God, and the coming rule of God is seen to include all life. The 
church is viewed as both embodiment and instrument in relation 
to this end. All human life is sacred and the church is interested 
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in all. Circumstances determine just how wide the scope of her 
work is to be, and it is not forgotten that her central and distinctive 
function is to bring to men the truth of God, to unite them in 
worship, and to inspire them for a service that reaches far beyond 
her own activities. But back of this is the growing realization of 
the unity of all life and the place of the church as minister to all. 


CHURCH ORGANIZATION AND CHURCH UNION 


There remains now the study of Methodism as an organization, 
including its conception of the church and its relation to the matter 
of Christian unity. For early Methodism as for primitive Chris- 
tianity religion was, in order, a faith, a fellowship, and a task. 
The faith was not an inherited belief but a warm and vivid personal 
experience. We have noted how the task followed of necessity 
from the faith. The same was true of the fellowship. These 
two aspects constitute the essential character of Methodism as an 
organization. From the Methodist standpoint the church is 
first of all a fellowship and then an instrument for a task. 

Methodism was a revival of the Christian ideal of fellowship. 
It found the church an institution, it made it again a brotherhood. 
In the main this followed from the inherent nature of the move- 
ment, in large part it was due also to Wesley’s spiritual insight and 
genius for organization. Wesley never forgot the words of a 
chance companion of early days to whom he had unburdened 
himself: “Young man, the Bible knows nothing of solitary religion. 
You must find companions, or make them.”” So Wesley’s societies 
contained their classes, and in turn were grouped in circuits, 
while a strong feeling of unity ran through the whole church, 
which was significantly called the connection. In band meeting, 
class meeting, prayer meeting, love feast, quarterly meeting, and 
camp meeting, the religious services were always of a pronounced 
social character. The mere list of these gatherings is suggestive. 
But the fellowship was one that reached beyond religious meetings 
and involved relations of friendship and mutual helpfulness. 
Peculiarly close has been the tie which has bound the preachers 
together. 
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The other important aspect of the Methodist conception of the 
church we may call the instrumental, and it is here that we find 
the explanation of its elaborate organization. Wesley began‘as a 
High Churchman and Methodists refer his altered opinion to the 
reading of a work by Lord King. But the difference goes far 
deeper. Some of Wesley’s “High Churchism” remained with 
him to the end, but the dominant influence that carried him 
irresistibly onward lay elsewhere. The whole conception of the 
church as a legal institution, formed according to pattern jure 
divino and mediating the divine grace by certain exclusive rites 
that must be correctly performed, is at the farthest remove from 
Methodism. The divine character of the church is seen to be 
rather in the divine life that fills it and in the way in which it 
mediates that life to others. Wesley saw clearly the double task 
of winning men for this life and then of training them in Christian 
life and service. This task Methodism took up with an earnestness 
and energy never excelled, and to its execution Wesley brought an 
organizing and directing genius unsurpassed by any man of his age. 
The various features of Methodist organization were all developed 
in subservience to these ends. 

On the side of organization Methodism has often been criticized 
as lacking in democracy. There is some truth in the criticism. 
Certainly Wesley’s own administration was far from democratic. 
He gathered his preachers in conference and invited the freest 
discussion, but his own decision was final. It was a well-defined 
paternalism. The American church did not recognize Wesley’s 
authority, but the system that was adopted was strongly central- 
ized and left little power to the individual congregation or to the 
rank and file of the membership. The supreme body, the general 
conference, was composed of ministers only. The bishop, not 
the congregation, determined who should serve a given church. 
The local officers were largely nominated or appointed by the 
pastor. 

It would be wholly false to suppose that this was due to a lack 
of sympathy with independence or democracy. The controlling 
ideal was simply effectiveness in service for the special task which 
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rested upon Methodism. The apparent autocracy is only the 
obverse of a militant efficiency. For early Methodism was a 
militant organization. One might find an analogon in the Salvation 
Army, itself sprung from Methodism and reviving some of its 
earlier features. The fighting nucleus was the company of preach- 
ers. They were light troops, mounted troops in literal fact in 
the earlier days. They came together annually for review and 
to receive a new assignment. There was little of impedimenta. 
Most of them were unmarried. The fields were largely missionary. 
The settled pastorate, the comfortable support, the independent 
and self-sufficient local congregation were wanting. Centralization 
and co-operation helped to explain the efficiency of this system. 
These were secured through the administration of given areas by 
the annual conference and of the church as a whole by the general 
conference and by the bishops. The latter administered the affairs of 
the church in its entirety instead of being limited each to a diocese. 

In this system large changes have been made, some due to 
changing conditions, others to the growing influence of democratic 
ideals which has been apparent in all our life. The governing 
body of Methodism is now composed equally of ministers and 
laymen, and in the near future the laymen will probably participate 
in the business of the annual conferences. The episcopal admin- 
istration has become decidedly more democratic. Nominally the 
bishop has authority to appoint any minister under him to any 
parish in his territory. In practice he is an agent of the church 
and intermediary between preacher and people, who, after advising 
with his district superintendents and committees from the churches, 
seeks such an adjustment as will best serve the interests of the 
whole. His official title is not bishop but general superintendent, 
and this accurately describes his function. 

The church, however, is by no means inclined to give up the 
elements that have made for effective work in the past. It recog- 
nizes as never before the value of that sense of solidarity with its 
expression in a closely coherent organization which makes it 
possible to mass the forces of the church for a united effort as well 
as to extend its help to every last congregation. Such a move- 
ment as the recent Missionary Centenary was made possible only 
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by this mobilization of forces under central direction. Similarly 
there is no desire to change that system by which pastors receive 
their appointment, or reappointment, at one time each year. In 
individual cases a minister or a congregation might fare better 
with independent action, but there is general recognition of the 
great value of the system when the common welfare is considered. 
There are freedom and flexibility in the plan; necessary changes 
are made with the least friction, the minister usually attains the 
position for which he has capacity, churches are not left without 
pastors nor pastors without churches, and the disorganizing 
intervals between pastorates are rare. 

Within limits, however, the organization is being more or less 
constantly changed. Methodism has shown a marked capacity 
for adaptation to changing conditions. The modern situation, 
for example, demands a greater permanency in the pastorate, so 
the time limit was removed, and while the pastor must still be 
appointed annually his term of service may continue as long as: 
desired. The development of the episcopacy affords another 
interesting example. Until recently the board of bishops as a 
body administered the church as a whole. Each bishop was 
assigned a group of conferences for supervision, but they were 
scattered here and there and were changed annually. The church 
still retains the idea of a general superintendency as against a 
diocesan episcopacy; the bishops are elected by the church as a 
whole and serve the church as a whole. But eight years ago the 
plan was adopted of assigning to each bishop a given area for 
closer supervision. The intention was to locate responsibility 
more definitely and to secure more effective leadership. Not so 
long ago there was a strong tendency to limit the power of the 
bishops by restrictions in connection with the appointment of 
district superintendents and of the pastors. It is recognized now 
that effective leadership demands authority, and that dangers 
can be guarded against by making the incumbent responsible 
and requiring regular accounting. The general conference has 
defined and enlarged the duties of the bishop. He is required to 
make formal report to it quadrennially in writing. There is no 
limit to his term of office, aside from the age limit, but the general 
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conference may at any time retire him without preferring charges 
and without trial if it considers his work unsatisfactory. Of late 
there has been recognized in increasing measure the danger inhering 
in centralized control and intensive organization, the always 
present danger of ecclesiasticism with its office-holding (or desiring) 
group, its emphasis upon conformity, and its depreciation of the 
prophet. But the clear recognition of this danger is the greatest 
safeguard against it. 

Reference has been made to the problem of democracy in 
connection with the organization of Methodism. But democracy 
in religion is far more than a matter of organization, and in its 
religious life Methodism has been in a peculiar sense an exponent 
of democracy. Its democracy is seen first of all, as previously 
indicated, in its conception of God and of his relations with man. 
God is conceived primarily as character, not power. He deals 
with man not in the relation of power but of moral appeal directed 


‘to a free personal being. There was an essential democracy in 


the Methodist conception of man. The words of the Duchess of 
Buckingham are quite in point: “Their doctrines are most repul- 
sive, and strongly tinctured with impertinence and disrespect 
towards their superiors, in perpetually endeavouring to level all 
ranks and to do away with all distinctions, as it is monstrous to be 
told that you have a heart as sinful as the common wretches that 
crawl on the earth. This is highly offensive and insulting.” 
There was a democracy in this idea that all men were equally 
sinful and needy, just as there was a democracy in the assertion 
of that high privilege of the life with God that lifted the poor and 
wretched to a plane beyond which the richest and most cultured 
could not go. There was a democracy too in the idea of the 
religious life and its expression. The Spirit of God himself mediated 
this life to all alike and out of the direct experience of that life all 
could speak. There was no place here for the autocracy of 
priesthood claiming to control the channels of grace, or for the 
aristocracy of intellect which gave to the cultured alone the power 
to understand and the right to expound. In its class meetings 
and prayer meetings Methodism encouraged men to speak. There 
was a revival of the primitive liberty of prophesying. And in 
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this connection came the large use made of laymen. There were 
the lay preachers first of all, and the largest proportion of sermons 
preached in the Methodist churches of Great Britain today are 
still by laymen. Beyond this was the use made of laymen as 
class leaders and in other capacities. In line with this was the 
recognition of woman in which Methodism seconded the Quakers. 
The recognition has moved slowly in some fields, but the recent 
general conference contained a considerable number of women in 
its membership and passed a resolution providing that women 
might be licensed to preach. 

The problem of church union is fundamentally the problem of 
the conception of the Christian religion. It is in the nature of 
this conception as held by various church groups that the real 
obstacle lies. If Christianity be primarily a set of doctrines 
authoritatively delivered, then the basis of union can only be 
agreement on these doctrines. If the constitutive fact be the 
church as an institution framed after a divine prescription and 
controlling the means of grace, then the form of organization and 
the mode of sacramental administration are decisive, and the 
members of the one true church can only wait for others to unite 
with them. In considering the relation of Methodism to church 
union and Christian unity we must recall its conception of religion 
and its special emphasis. For Methodism religion is primarily a 
life. The Christian religion is the life in the Spirit of Christ, 
gained through faith in God as revealed in Christ and lived in the 
fellowship of Christ’s followers in worship, love, and service. 
With this emphasis it can be tolerant in point of doctrinal details. 
There is no bar to its recognition of other bodies as true churches 
of Jesus Christ. In the historical statement prefatory to its 
discipline, it finds the test of a true church in its ability to seek 
and to save men, concedes full freedom to others in the matter 
of orders, ceremonies, and government, and justifies its own forms 
and usages simply as aids to the fulfilling of its mission, one part 
of which is the promotion of fraternal relations among all branches 
of the one church of Jesus Christ. 

For Methodism, then, the problem of church union is a practical 
one. Organic union is not for it the pressing concern that it must 
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be for those whose thought admits of but one true church. Organic 
union must commend itself for practical reasons. It sees reasons 
for this especially in relation to other Methodist bodies, and so 
has consummated this in Australia and Canada and is working to 
this end in Great Britain. During the last four years a commission 
has been seeking to perfect a plan of union between the Methodist 
Episcopal church and the Methodist church, South. A strong 
sentiment in both bodies is in favor of this movement, but practical 
difficulties have so far barred the way, and the plan of union 
devised by the commission was not accepted by the recent general 
conference of the Methodist Episcopal church. The close organi- 
zation of Methodism, its centralized administration, and the 
presence of an extensive officiary with this machinery make the 
merger far more difficult than in the looser union that would be 
involved in case of other bodies. In this case it might be called a 
problem of minorities. The negro membership gives the first 
illustration and perhaps the chief difficulty. The Methodist 
Episcopal church has a large colored membership in the South. 
It does not wish to have the negro invited out and asked to form a 
separate communion nor deprived of participation in the higher 
offices or legislative bodies. The South would prefer to have the 
negro in a church by himself, and not as a member of a general 
conference in which he would share in legislating for white churches. 
The southern church itself forms a second minority problem. It is 
outnumbered by the northern church and not unnaturally its 
leaders fear that in matters of legislation, administration, and 
election of officers it might be swamped by the larger numbers. 
An effort was made to solve these problems by a division of the 
church into large regional conferences which should be intermediary 
between the annual and the general conference, one of these being 
a racial conference which should include all the negroes. This 
plan awakened the apprehensions of a third minority composed of 
sections of the Methodist Episcopal church which would fall 
within the region dominated by the church in the South. While 
the plan was not accepted, provision was made for further negotia- 
tion. It is possible that the election of two colored general super- 
intendents, or bishops, by the recent general conference of the 
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Methodist Episcopal church may be an added obstacle, but the 
ultimate union of the two bodies is generally expected. 

In relation to other movements looking toward a larger unity 
of Christian spirit or to practical co-operation the church has 
shown active interest or at least an open mind. It has given 
hearty support to such organizations as the Laymen’s Missionary 
Movement and the Anti-Saloon League. It has shared fully in 
the work of the Federal Council of Churches. It participated 
in the Interchurch World Movement. It has joined in the very 
practical efforts of the Home Missions’ Council. It is represented 
in the Council of the United Churches of Christ and in the move- 
ment for a World-Conference on Faith and Order. It does not 
believe in the union or non-denominational church, holding that 
such churches lack the outlook and inspiration, the helpful direction, 
and the responsibilities that come with organic relation with some 
general body. With other churches it is sharing the growing 
spirit of fraternity and the earnest desire to secure better mutual 
understanding and closer fellowship in common faith and service. 











“THE SECRET OF BADHU”’ 
A SPECIMEN OF “JEWISH CAMOUFLAGE” 





SOLOMON ZEITLIN 
Rabbinical College, New York City 


There is a well-known discrepancy between the Synoptic 
Gospels and the non-Synoptic Gospel as to the day on which Jesus 
was crucified: according to the three Synoptics he was crucified 
on Passover Day,’ while according to John he was crucified on 
rapacxevn, that is, the eve of Passover.” 

Many New Testament scholars have tried in various ways to 
reconcile this contradiction, but a considerable number of them 
admit that a contradiction does exist.’ Among the early 
Eastern and Western churches there was a divergence in regard 
to the fixing of the day of Easter: Quartodecimanism and anti- 
Quartodecimanism, that is, the early Asiatic Christians held that 
Jesus ate the paschal lamb on the fourteenth day of Nisan and 
was crucified on the fifteenth, while the Roman church, hold- 
ing that Jesus himself was the Paschal Lamb, maintained that 
he was crucified on the fourteenth.‘ 

Recently Matthew A. Power, S.J., in an article in the American 
Journal of Theology (April, 1920) entitled “Nisan Fourteenth and 
Fifteenth in Gospel and Talmud: A Study in Jewish Camouflage,”’ 
has essayed to solve this problem and to prove that the contra- 
diction is neither menological nor hebdomedal; that is, no diver- 
gence as to day of month, nor as to day of week, the supposed 


1 Matt. 26:2; Mark 14:12; Luke 22:7. 2 John 13:1; 18:28; 19:31. 

3 C.S. Davidson: “The best critics admit that there is an irreconcilable difference 
between the Synoptics and the Fourth Gospel, in respect to the date that Jesus was 
crucified” (An Introduction to the Study of the New Testament, I1, 371). 

4T. Zahn, Introduction to the New Testament, III, 271 f.; see Davidson, above; 
Salmon, A Historical Introduction to the Study of the Books of the New Testament, 
pp. 245 f. In regard to the early literature see Schiirer, De Controversiis Paschalibus 
(1869). 
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menological contradiction being due to two different styles of 
reckoning, arising from “the camouflage employed by the Jews”’ 
in the arrangement of their calendar in the time of Jesus. Father 
Power states that in the year in which Jesus was crucified (31 C.E.) 
Passover fell on Friday, but “the wise men in Camera,’ appre- 
hensive lest by reason of Sabbath following a holiday business 
might be suspended too long, shifted the Passover from Friday to 
Saturday, and this they accomplished through resort to the “‘ingen- 
ious, tricky, and occult rule Badhu,” whereby they intercalated 
Heshvan so as to prevent Passover from falling on Friday. Jesus, 
however, and his disciples, not holding to the tradition of the elders, 
kept the Passover on Friday, which was indeed the fifteenth of 
Nisan. Therefore the Synoptic Gospels inform us that he was 
crucified on Passover, whereas the Fourth Gospel informs us that 
the crucifixion fell on Friday, eve of Passover, as in that year the 
festival was kept by the Jews on Sabbath. The statements may 
thus be presented: 


Fifteenth of Nisan—Passover as ob- 

, P served by Jesus. 
Jems cruciiied on Friday Fourteenth of Nisan—according to 
the change of the wise men in Camera. 


According to Father Power, “prima facie there is no such process 
in the Jewish calendar as the transference of the Passover from 
Friday to Sabbath,”’ but “‘on close analysis of every Jewish calendar 
this transference is secretly but most assuredly practiced,” as 
was done in 31 C.E., 1522, and 1842, by resort to the device of 
Badhu, and that the rule of Badhu was as much “a secret to the 
masses of the Jews as to the Christians,’’ and only three of the 
wise men in Camera were aware of it—even “the learned Jew 
Poznansky knows nothing of Badhu”’ and the editors of the Jewish 
Encyclopedia do not divulge it to their readers.” 

As is readily seen, Father Power desires not only to solve the 
problem of contradiction, but also to show that the Jews are 
responsible for that contradiction and that they “chuckle over the 
gullibility of the goyim.’”’ In the course of this study it will be 


This essay is almost a repetition of his book Anglo-Jewish Calendar (London). 











504 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 





seen that Father Power not only does not solve the problem that 
presented itself to him, but misunderstands entirely all the Talmudic 
passages which bear upon this subject. Anyone possessing critical 
knowledge of the Talmud knows that the Jews in the time of the 
Second Commonwealth had no fixed calendar." This can be seen 
from the fact that Pentecost, according to the Bible the fiftieth 
day after the first day of Passover, is according to the rabbis of 
that time, liable to fall on the fifth, sixth, or seventh of Sivan? 

The reason therefore is evident: the Jews having no fixed 
calendar had to consecrate the new moon according to the testi- 
mony of eyewitness, and therefore could not know beforehand 
whether Iyyar and Sivan would be defective or intercalated. If 
both were defective, the fiftieth day would be on the seventh of 
Sivan, but if both were intercalated it would fall on the fifth; 
if only one of these months were defective and the other inter- 
calated, Pentecost would then coincide with the sixth of Sivan. 
It is therefore absurd to suppose that in order to prevent Passover 
from falling on Friday the rabbis should almost half a year in 
advance intercalate Heshvan, when they felt unauthorized to fix 
a date ahead for Pentecost on the ground of not knowing in advance 
the lengths of the months intervening between Passover and the 
fiftieth day thereafter. 

Only in the third century c.£. do we find a statement made by 
the Babylonian Amora Raba that, since the time of Ezra, Nisan, 
Ellul, and Tishri had never been intercalated.* The reason for 
this statement was that the Jews in Palestine were reduced to great 
straits by the Roman authorities. They were not able in time to 
inform the Jews in Babylon as to the sanctification of the new 
moon; hence for the months upon which the dates of the great 
holidays depended, the Jews in Babylon adopted this new principle. 
Nisan affects the date of Passover, Ellul that of the New Year, 
and Tishri that of the New Year, Atonement, and Tabernacles. 
As to the Pentecost they had no need of knowledge with reference 


t See Mishnah, Rosh Hashanah, where it is stated that the months were inter- 
calated according to eyewitnesses. 


2 Tosefta Arakin,i,9. See also Talmud Babli, Rosk Hashanah, 6b. 
3 Palestinian Talmud, Shebiit, x, 1. Talmud Babli, Rosk Hashanah, 14). 
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to the intercalation of the Palestinian Sanhedrin, since they had 
merely to count fifty days from the first day of Passover. 

We must of course understand that the words “since the time of 
Ezra’’ are not to be taken literally. As already noted in the Pales- 
tinian Talmud," Rab, the author of the statement, being compelled 
to introduce this new principle and not daring to put it upon his own 
authority, ascribed the newly formulated rule to Ezra, just as has 
been done by rabbis when they strove to bring Jewish law into 
consonance with life. 

Assuming, even for the sake of argument, that in Jesus’ days 
there were a fixed calendar, we can still prove that Father Power’s 
thesis that the Jews never had Passover on Friday is incorrect. 
Father Power says that in the Talmud no reference is made to 
Passover falling on Friday save in one passage (Pesachim, vii, 9, 10) 
of which he gives us a ridiculous interpretation. 

The passage reads, “The paschal lamb which has passed out 
NZD MOB or become defiled is to be burned straightway.”* 
Father Power finds fault with the interpretations of Maimonides, 
“the Spanish Jew,” and Bartenora. The latter’s interpretation 
is that we are dealing here with a paschal lamb slaughtered on the 
fourteenth which passed out extra murum—beyond the wall of 
the city of Jerusalem. This is wrong in the opinion of Father 
Power, since the Bible says one should not take the paschal lamb 
outside. His Bible citation is true enough, but supposing a man 
had carried it out, what should be done with it is a legitimate 
question, to which the Halake replied that in suth a case it must be 
burned immediately before sundown, in accordance with the law 
governing all peace offerings that passed out extra murum urbis, 
and the burning is to take place before sundown, otherwise it is 
not allowed to be burned. Father Power’s interpretation is 
that NZD implied that ‘“‘the Passover passed out,’ not of the 
place, but of the day on which the feast should be; the regular 
word to indicate postponement, he admits, would be 7T™. But 
here, he says, is “‘a camouflage known or unknown to Maimoni- 
des.” If Father Power were more familiar with talmudic literature 

* Ibid., Shebiit, x, 1. 

2S. Zeitlin, “Takkanat Ezra,” Jewish Quarterly Review, New Series, VIII, 61 ff. 
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he would realize that NX" is constantly employed in connection 
with sacrifices which “passed out” exira murum urbis. What 
kind of camouflage, for example, could be detected in the oft- 
recurring NZD Mair, “the sacrifice that passed out” (has been 
carried out) ? 

Father Power attempts to show from the same Mishnah that 
Passover was never on a Friday, since it is stated there that “the 
remains should be burned on the sixteenth of Nisan; if the six- 
teenth of Nisan fell on Sabbath, it would be burned on the seven- 
teenth.’ He reasons that, were Passover on a Friday, the paschal 
lamb would be eaten on Thursday night, and if it were left it would 
be burned on Friday morning; why should the burning be post- 
' poned until Sunday? He concludes therefore that Passover 
never occurred on Friday, and that when the Passover was post- 
poned to the Sabbath the paschal lamb was eaten on Friday night, 
and no burning being permitted on Sabbath it had to be done on 
Sunday.’ But the same prohibition against burning the remnants 
of peace-offerings applied to festivals as well as to Sabbaths, as 
stated in the very same Mishnah. 

Father Power, apparently, was so intent upon throwing dust in 
the eyes of scholars that he did not feel that he contradicted him- 
self. First he draws our attention to the fact that to carry out 
the rule of Badhu the Jews intercalated Heshvan so that the 
fifteenth of Nisan, the date of Passover, should fall on Sabbath 
rather than on Friday, and now he would detect in the same 
Mishnah evidence that when the fifteenth did fall on Friday the 
sixteenth of Nisan was declared to be Passover. Father Power 
states: “‘There is no mention whatever in the whole of Pesachim 
of a Friday Passover.” True. But Father Power must be well 


rMaws NVA Ww NwH Sn Wwe Nwws WA ANIM Oem Nar! 
270 OVTNS NOU MIN Me XS PMT Pw} WP MAW WAT. “Ossa, 
nervi, et reliquiae comburuntur decimo sexto. Si decimus sextus dies inciderit in 
Sabbatum, comburuntur decimo septimo, quia non pellunt Sabbatum neque diem 
festum.’”’ Father Powers errs again in thinking that comburuntur decimo sexto 
refers to Pascha quod exivit. This Mishnah has nothing to do with the previous 
Mishnah and refers to the remnants which had remained from the paschal lamb on the 
fourteenth to the fifteenth, and as the fifteenth is a holiday and burning is forbidden, 
therefore the remnants had to be burned on the sixteenth. 
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aware that this treatise does not comprise the entire Corpus Tan- 
naiticum, and if for the moment, as stated above, we accept his 
idea that during the Second Commonwealth the Jews had a fixed 
calendar, we can produce evidences from the Talmud that the 
Jews kept Passover on a Friday. 

1. “If Purim falls on the third or fourth day” (of the week). 
Therefore if the fourteenth of Adar falls on Wednesday, Passover 
will fall on Friday. 

2. “The day of the Omer (of barley) (sixteenth of Nisan) 
which falls on Sabbath takes precedence of Sabbath.’” It is 
plain that whether or not the Jews had a fixed calendar, the falling 
of the sixteenth of Nisan on a Sabbath necessitates the falling of 
the fifteenth on Friday. 

3. Hillel says: “I have a tradition from my teachers that the 
sacrifice of the Passover lamb takes precedence of Sabbath, and 
not only in the first Passover but also in the second. If the second 
Passover (fourteenth of the second month) falls on Sabbath, the 
first Passover (fifteenth of Nisan) must have fallen on Friday.’ 

4. “The Ninth of Ab, when falling on the eve of Sabbath” 
(Ta‘anith, 15b). If the calendar were fixed, this would involve the 
falling of the fifteenth of the previous Nisan on Friday. 

5. “A woman is permitted to dress her hair on the first day 
of the week and to bathe in purification on the fourth day, as we 
find in another case that she may dress her hair on the eve of Sab- 
bath and take the purification bath on the night of the second day of 
New Year when the first day falls on Sunday” (Niddah, 67b). If 
the first day of the New Year falls on Sunday, the preceding Pass- 
over must have occurred according to our premise on Friday. 

6. “The palm branch takes precedence of Sabbath on the 
first day of the Feast of Tabernacles while the willow takes prece- 
dence of Sabbath on the end’’ (seventh day). It happened once 
that some Boethusians piled up great stones on the stock of willows 
and the people were aware of it and they rolled off the stones on 
a Sabbath.‘ If the seventh day of Tabernacles fell on Sabbath, 
the fifteenth of Nisan (Passover) must have fallen on Friday. 

* Mishnah, Megillah ia. 3 Tosefta Pesachim, iv, 2. 

* Tosefta Menahot; cf. ibid., Talmud Babli, 64). 4 Ibid., Succah, iii, 1. 
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In the foregoing we have assumed for argument’s sake that the 
Jews had a fixed calendar, as Father Power claims, and still we 
have shown the error of the notion that the Jews habitually shifted 
Passover from Friday to Sabbath. As the Pharisees contended 
against the Sadducees that the waving of the Omer when falling on 
Sabbath supersedes the sanctity of the Sabbath and that the 
ceremony should be carried out in detail, it is supererogatory to 
suppose that these scholars were resolved never to allow Passover 
to fall on a Friday; for their making an issue of the matter of 
waving of the Omer is strong evidence that the sixteenth of Nisan 
could fall on Sabbath. Father Power gives as the motive for 
shifting of Passover from Friday to Sabbath a business considera- 
tion: “Such a combination would leave on Jewish shoulders the 
intolerable burden of two successive days of abstention from 
servile work and consequent forfeiture or reduction of income or 
wage. The only way to obviate this financial calamity was to 
transfer the Passover to the Sabbath and so leave Friday free for 
commercial and other lucrative pursuits. ”’ 

He ignores many and many a passage in the Talmud where the 
expression occurs: “In case a holiday falls on the eve of the Sab- 
bath”’;? this would be against his thesis. If the Jews shifted 
Passover from Friday to Sabbath, why did they not do the same 
with other holidays? We find in the Talmud that they had 
holidays both on Fridays and on Sundays. Father Power not 
only ignores Jewish literature but also entire Jewish life. Every 
gentile layman who comes’ in contact with Jews knows very well 
that they not only have two days in succession as holidays, but 
even three days; for example, when New Year falls on Thursday 
and Friday. This proves that the tendency of the Jews has never 
been to prevent loss of commercial days through incidence of 
festivals. We can hardly conceive that Father Power should be 
one unaware of this fact. 

Father Power claims that the non-lunar factor which operated 
as secretly to the masses of the Jews as to the Christians, and 
was only known to three of the “wise” seated in Camera, goes 
back to a very remote period. The secret is not divulged in the 

rmaw 3992 mynd Smo 31 OT (Bega, ii, 1; and passim). 
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Talmud; it has been so well kept that the editors of the Jewish 
Encyclopedia knew naught about it, and Poznansky appears not 
to have heard about it. Father Power, who condemned the 
“wise men of Camera”’ for having chuckled over the gullibility 
of the goyim also “as they acted upon the formula Badhu,”’ 
characterized by him as a “nonsense-word and secret,’’ has not 
told the world the real meaning of the word Badhu, thus making 
himself liable to the charge of chuckling over the gullibility of his 
readers. As the readers will see, the word is a pure mnemonic, 
from a period after the fixation of the calendar, indicating on what 
days Passover cannot fall, that is, 3 the second (Monday), the 
fourth (Wednesday), and " sixth (Friday). Naturally the Talmud 
never speaks of 1723 as a mnemonic for the days on which Pass- 
over is not permitted to fall. Anyone acquainted with this 
“nonsense-word’’ can readily see the cause: the reason for 
Passover’s not falling on Monday, Wednesday, or Friday is simply 
that Atonement should not fall on either Friday or Sunday (in 
either of which cases it would be hard for the people to observe), 
nor should the seventh day of Tabernacles fall on Sabbath by 
reason of the carrying of the willow. But as was stated before, 
in the Temple period there was no fixed calendar. The existence 
of such restriction of Passover to particular days of the week would 
be ridiculous, and even later, when the calendar became more 
fixed it was useless to so regulate Passover’s incidence, as we find 
references in the Talmuds to Atonement Day falling on Friday 
and Sunday’ and the Day of the Willow on Sabbath’ Therefore 
for the wise as for the laity the Badu formula was not yet existent. 
When the Jews finally concluded that it was a great hardship to 
keep the Day of Atonement on the day before or after the Sabbath 
or to have the Day of the Willow on Sabbath,‘ then they arranged 
that the first day of the New Year should not fall on Sunday, 
Wednesday, or Friday—for this they devised the mnemonic 

* The reason for not having (after the adoption of the fixed calendar) Atonement 
fall on Friday or Sunday is not, as Father Power would claim, avoidance of loss of 


commercial days, but considerations of laws concerning burial of the dead, which in 
hot countries like Palestine and Babylon could not be deferred two days. 


2 Tosefta K’ritut, ii, 15. 
3 Tosefta Succah, iii, 1; ibid., Babli, 43d. 4See above, p. 520, n. I. 
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Adhu (118)—whereby their purpose was achieved. In the fixed 
calendar, consequently, if New Year cannot fall on the days indi- 
cated by Adhu, then Passover cannot fall on the days denoted by 
Badhu. This makes clear to us why Maimonides speaks of Adhu 
and not of Badhu, the latter being a consequence or corollary of 
the former. Nowadays that corollary has become more familiar, 
owing to the fact that in connection therewith the At-Bash series 
possesses significance. We mean the formula that states: 


mR The day on which the first day (&) of Passover falls, on that day 
also falls the Ninth of Ab (f). 


3 The day on which the second day (3) of Passover falls, on that day 
also falls Pentecost (1D). 


"3, The day on which the third day (3) of Passover falls, on that day 
also falls New Year ("). 


ps The day on which the fourth day (7) of Passover falls, on that day 
also falls Rejoicing of the Law (p)- 

2M The day on which the fifth day (4) of Passover falls, on that day 
also falls the Day of Atonement (%). 

I can therefore assure Father Power that Badhu not only is 
known to the well-known Jew Poznansky, but to every intelligent 
Jew. Father Power must realize that negative assertions have a 
dangerous result. We can be certain only about affirmations 
for which we have data. In this respect the present writer is 
positive that Poznansky at one time knew of the formula Badhu, 
since in black and white (Jewish Quarterly Review [old series], 
X, 271), Poznansky discusses the mnemonic Badhu. Moreover 
we may refer him to a more popular book than the Jewish Ency- 
clopedia, where he will find the secret of Badhu divulged to the 
entire laity. We have reference to the Shulhan Aruch," where all 
the mnemonics are explained. 

In regard to the proofs advanced by Father Power from state- 
ments contained in Lindo’s A Jewish Calendar for Sixty-four Years,’ 
that in some years Passover was shifted by intercalation of the 
previous Heshvan from Friday to Sabbath, that is not surprising— 
when the calendar was fixed they naturally arranged matters so 
that Passover should not fall on a Friday, but where are his proofs 
that such a manner of regulating the incidence of the Passover 

* Shul’han Aruch on Kiddush ha hodesh, Orah Hayytim, chap. 428. 

? From 1837 to 1go1. 
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existed in the time of Jesus? Not only have we shown the 
absence of any motive for such a shifting, but we have actually 
pointed out passages that prove that the Passover was at times 
celebrated on the eve of the Sabbath. 

Father Power errs again in thinking that the authority to 
intercalate or not to intercalate was vested in three men selected 
from the wise men in Camera. When the Mishnah states 
yrod>wa wim NA (intercalation of month is by three), it 
merely wishes it to be understood that a minimum of three men is 
sufficient, as contrasted with other religious or legal functions, 
where seven, twenty-three, or even seventy-one persons were 
required.* 

From the above it can be seen that Father Power’s charge 
of Jewish camouflage is not sustained, but rather we might be 
tempted to say that such an essay as his deserves to be charac- 
terized-#s a camouflage study of the New Testament. 

Father Power accepts Friday as the date of the crucifixion at 
the full moon (fifteenth day of Nisan, twenty-seventh of April, 
31 C.E.) but as that year was not a leap year (there were not two 
Adars) Passover (the full moon of Nisan) must have fallen on the 
twenty-eighth or twenty-ninth of March, Wednesday or Thursday.” 

I agree with Father Power that “‘the ex-Jew Chwolson”’ is 
grievously mistaken in his solution of the contradiction;? but in 
the main “the ex-Jew”’ has a clearer understanding of the New 
Testament (to a considerable extent the work of ex-Jews) and also 
of the Talmud (product of the activity of the Jews) than has 
many a scholar of the New Testament among the Gentiles.‘ 

* Mishnah, Sanhedrin i. 

2 According to Wurm: “‘Astronomische Beitrige zur geniherten Bestimmung des 
Geburts und Todesjahre Jesu,” Archiv fiir Theologie, Tiibingen, 1817. Fifteenth of 
Nisan 31 fell on the twenty-seventh of March. Achelis (Nachrichten ». d. Kit. z. 
Gottingen [1902]), on March 26 or 27; Westberg, Die biblische Chronologie, 1910, on 


March 27-28; cf.also Bach, Minatstag und Jahr des Todes Christi (1912); De Morgan, 
The Book of Almanacs (London). 

3 Chwolson, Das letzte Passahmahl, Leipzig, 1908. 

4 It is surprising that Father Power never mentioned the name of Father Cornely, 
as Father Cornely already expressed the idea that the Jews in the year of the Cruci- 
fixion of Jesus shifted Passover from Friday to Saturday with the help of Badhu 
(Cornely, Historica et Critica. Introductio, Vol. III, Iniroductio Specialis im Novi 
Test. Libros Sacros, pp. 271, 272, n. 12); cf. also G. M. Semaria, “Le jour de la 
mort de Jesus,” Revue Biblique (1896), pp. 78-87. 
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Father Power is of the opinion that this problem could be 
solved with the help of the tannaitic literature. We may add 
thereto that the understanding of the Gospels as a whole can be 
illuminated by careful scrutiny and intelligent study of the Halaka 
and its development, since there are allusions in the New Testa- 
ment to many halakoth and controversies between Jesus and the 
Pharisees. An investigation as to whether these halakoth existed 
in the time of Jesus is of importance for the historical value of 
the Gospels. 
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SELF-BAPTISM 


The Babylonian Talmud makes the following provisions for the 
reception of a proselyte. After circumcision the candidate was led to 
a bath (febilah), whose minimum dimensions are carefully fixed (Erubin 
14b, top) to give it a capacity of at least forty seahs (ca. 120 gallons). 
While he stood in the water (Yebamoth 47), top), “Two learned men 
stand over him and teach him a few light commandments and a few 
grave commandments, and when he has bathed [53%] and has come up 
he is like an Israelite in every respect. In the case of a woman, women 
place her in the water up to the neck, and two learned men stand outside 
and teach her,” etc. The bathing was almost (not quite) certainly by 
complete immersion. On ascending from the bath the neo-convert 
uttered his first Jewish benediction, “ Blessed art thou who hast sanctified 
us by thy commandment and commandest us concerning febilah”’ 
(Pesachim 7b, bottom; cf. Berachoth 51a, top). 

The meaning of this ceremonial is clear enough. The proselyte 
came to Judaism bearing all the defilement of his past life, a defilement 
that must be purged before he could take his place in the assembly of 
the righteous. Curiously enough, no special provision for a case of this 
kind was made in the Law, but the analogy of countless Old Testament 
passages obviously indicated ritual ablution. And such ablution was 
always regarded as the act of the individual concerned, with a regular 


formula: 
He shall bathe himself in water 


j= ya 
Nobcerat Hari 


(Lev. 15:5, etc.), and nowhere is priestly water ablution of another 
person directed. In the talmudic ceremonies, consequently, the 


«For the literature and discussions see especially Schiirer, Ges. Jédd. Volk., Ili 
(1909), 181-85; Jewish Encyclopedia, articles ‘“‘Ablutions,” by K. Kohler (1901), 
“Baptism,” by S. Krauss (1902), and “Proselytes,” by E. G. Hirsch (1905); C. F. 
Rogers in Jour. Theol. Stud., XII (1911), 437-45, and XIEI (1912), 411-14; I. Abra- 
hams, ibid., XII (1911), 609-12, and Studies in Pharisaism and the Gospels, chap. iv 
(1917; the talmudic references should be checked); A. Merx, Die vier kanonischen 
Evangelien, II (1902), i, 34-41. 
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rabbis’ presence is required in order to direct the convert how to proceed 
and (doubtless) to provide official testimony that all things were well 
and properly done. But the rabbis do not perform the baptism; they 
are teachers and witnesses but not officiants. 

That this use of baptism in the admission of proselytes extended 
back into New Testament days may now be taken as definitely estab- 
lished; it may not have been an invariable requirement but it was 
certainly customary in most cases. And the ceremony cannot be con- 
ceived to have been very different from the simple rite described in the 
Talmud; witnesses were essential, the utterance of a benediction may 
be taken for granted and the immersion could only have been the act 
of the candidate himself. Indeed, for this last point there is the definite 
evidence of the fourth Sibylline Oracle (ca. 80 A.p.), where among the 
other penitential acts prescribed for Gentiles is found the direction 


(1. 165): 
Wash your whole body in ever-flowing streams. 
év rorapots Aovcace Sdov Séeuas devaorow. 


Cf. Isa. 1:16, Aobcacbe, xafapoi yéveoOe. A question can arise only 
regarding the case of very young children of proselytes who were baptized 
with their parents. The reflexive would seem unsuitable for them, but 
our sources do not discuss the proper term to be employed. 

On turning to the New Testament, however, a different conception 
seems to predominate, for Barrife» (the verb most used for lustral 
purifications) is generally found in the active (of the officiant) or in the 
passive (of the candidate). In fact, the middle voice occurs only in 
three places, Mark 7:4 (of Pharisaic purifications), Acts 22:16 (of 
Christian baptism), and I Cor. 10:2" (of the passage through the Red 
Sea as a type of Christian baptism). In three other cases, all in Luke, 
the middle appears as a variant reading, namely in 3:12 (604 has the 
middle), 11:38 (604 has the middle and e has the active baptizavit; 
Pharisaic cleansing is in point), and 12:50 (3 954 have the middle). 
There should be noted also the following cases where the form may be 
read as either a middle or a passive: John 3:23 (imperfect); Acts 8:12 
(imperfect, but with an aorist passive in the next verse); Acts 8:16 
(perfect); Acts 18:8 (imperfect), and I Cor. 15:29 (twice, both present 
participles). 

Of the other verbs used to describe baptismal lustration doXobev 
appears as a middle (without variant readings) in Acts 22:16 and I Cor. 

* Many MSS, including some of great weight (RACDG 33), read the passive 
here. But the middle, supported by BKLP Origen Chrys., is certainly right (despite 


Tischendorf and von Soden); its conversion into the passive would be perfectly natural 
for a Christian scribe, while the reverse change would be inexplicable. 
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6:11, and the form of dove in Heb. 10: 22 is ambiguous (perfect parti- 
ciple). The middle of virrew appears in John 13:10 in what may or 
may not be a reference to baptism, but as the symbolism made this 
voice imperative no weight should be attached to the occurrence. 

The most significant of these passages are Acts 22:16; I Cor. 6:11; 
and 10:2. The first of these, Bamrica: xai dwédovea Tas duaprias gov, 
is entirely talmudic in its phrasing’ (with “sins” for “defilement”’), 
and the concluding clause, éwxahecdpevos 7d Svopa airod, can be taken 
as the Christian equivalent of the ascription uttered by the proselyte 
as he left the tebilah. Similarly in I Cor. 6:11 the same voice and tense 
are used as in Sib. Or. IV, 165; Isa. 1:16. Almost equally important 
is I Cor. 10:2. Although Paul is describing an event of the Exodus, he 
is thinking constantly of Christian baptism, so much so that he is led to 
describe the Exodus rite as els Mwiohv, a phrase meaningless in itself 
and only explicable as an over-close paralleling of the Christian technical 
expression els Xpiordv. 

These three passages evidence a very archaic conception of Christian 
baptism, a conception that reaches back at least to the first divergence 
of Christian ceremonial from the Jewish; that Paul and Luke should 
represent a contrary, pro-Jewish development is naturally out of the 
question. The passages in point are clear survivals of earlier phra- 
seology, much like the use of the title “Lord Jesus” after the general 
adoption of “Christ.” The textual phenomena in Luke’s Gospel point 
in the same direction, scanty though they are. The evidence is obviously 
insufficient to establish these readings as original with even the slightest 
trace of plausibility, but they at least testify to the passage of the Third 
Gospel through a circle which preserved certain early traditions tena- 
ciously—a fact, of course, familiar in connection with the abundant 
evidence of the 6 text. 

The utterance of the invocation in Acts 22:16 by the candidate 
instead of the officiant is testified also in I Pet. 3:21. Here as an antithe- 
sis to ob capxds &rdBeors prov later development would have supplied 
some such form as éA\a % ExixAnois Tod dvdpatos Tov Kupiov. Instead 
of this we have adda ouverdqoews ayabijs érepwrnyua eis Oedv, a prayer that 
can have been uttered only by the catechumen.? So the (clearly pre- 
Pauline) formula preserved in Rom. 10:9 may very well represent the 


t Merx (op. cit., p. 38, n. 1) notes that it is used by a Jew addressing Jews. 

2 It is a weakness of Heitmiiller’s Im Namen Jesu (1903) that he dismisses (p. 93, 
n. 3) the first of these passages as of no significance (he does not list it in his index of 
texts) and that he ignores the second altogether. They do not, to be sure, invalidate 
his general doctrinal] conclusions, for the “‘name”’ could be as efficacious in the mouth 
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exclamation of the neo-Christian as he left the baptismal waters (cf. I Cor. 
12:3, etc.). These passages as they stand are general in their reference, 
but it is evident that great importance must have been attached to the 
first utterance of “Lord Jesus!” by a convert. In any case it is clear 
that the New Testament preserves traces of a baptismal practice which 
differs liturgically from that found later. And it is from this earlier 
practice that historical discussions of the origin and significance of 
Christian baptism should take their point of departure. 

For present purposes the liturgical transformation alone is of interest. 
How did the use of the middle voice come to be changed to the passive ? 
And how did the minister come to replace the proselyte as the active 
agent? ‘These two questions are not quite equivalent, for the linguistic 
change might take place without any accompanying alteration of the 
theory of the rite. Even Attic Greek had long since ceased to insist 
on the necessary use of the middle voice to express reflexive acts, and 
the insistence was still feebler in the Koiné, so that e.g., Barriodeis 
might be used to denote the fact of baptism without reflection as to its 
agent. So Merx:' “The passive BarrieOjvu can be given the following 
logical resolution. 5°20% means to bring or induce to baptism, and 
that is the sense of Barrifw, while $20 is to immerse one’s self, and that 
is the sense of the middle Barritec#a. From the Hiphil 5°20m there 
can be derived the passive Hophal 520m, with the meaning to be 
brought or induced to baptism, and that would be BarrioOjva.”’ 

Now precisely this conception is found in the 6 text of Luke 3:7, 
where in place of BarricOjva bx’ airod D has Barriobijvar eewmov abroi; 
cf. im comspectu eius in d e and coram ipso in bqrl.* This reading is 
meant to convey “were immersed (by their own act) in the presence of 
the Baptist as the official witness.’”’ The same conception reoccurs in 
Luke 7:30 where after BawrioGévres the mention of the agent (ix’ abrod) 
is omitted ine a6cil. These variants are probably to be appraised like 
the other Lukan readings above, but they add materially to the evidence 
for the archaic tradition. Other New Testament passages that mention 
baptism without naming an agent may be explained in the same way; 
cf. Acts 10:47 £.; 16:15, 33, etc. 

It is even possible to press this explanation to cover the passages 
where an agent is named. A convert could not literally “baptize 


of the catechumen as of the minister. And the “prayer” in the Petrine passage may 
be understood to include invocation of the “name.” But the passages should not 
have been treated so cavalierly. 


Op. cit., p. 41, . I. 
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himself,” in the sense of making the ceremony a purely private affair, 
undertaken and carried out on his own initiative without reference to 
the proper officials. Judaism required the presence of duly qualified 
persons, the baptism of John was evidently invalid without his own 
direction (or that of his disciples), and the earliest Christianity followed 
the same precedent. So a force for S20 (Sarrifev) could have 
grown up as “to hold a baptism,” and in fact this force must be invoked 
to explain the constantly recurring phrase "Iwdyys tBarricev tv ddari, 
a phrase that can scarcely be thought to be of gentile origin. Cf. Acts 
19:4, "lwavys (Barriev Barricpa peravoias, “John instituted (by divine 
commission) a baptism of repentance”; the whole section, verses 1-6, 
is most naturally read in strictly Jewish terms. With a little more 
difficulty it may be possible to interpret such a passage as I Cor. 1: 13-16 
similarly, as if Paul were mentioning presiding at the various baptisms 
in question. From this active use a passive might be formed in which 
the official witness at a baptism could be spoken of as the agent; this is 
just conceivable, but D’s reading in Luke 3:7 shows that it was not a 
natural expression in circles where Jewish tradition was alive. 

There is, however, still another class of passages in which the strictly 
Jewish terminology was used in a sense more like that of later Chris- 
tianity, those that speak of baptism in the Spirit. For baptism in the 
Spirit is not and cannot be thought of as a reflexive act; in the parallel- 
ism, “I baptize you with water but he with the Spirit,”’ the verbs are 
not used in exactly the same sense. Both must represent the same 
Aramaic causative form, but the first means, “I enable you to practice 
(profitable) immersion in water,” the second “he will cause the Spirit 
to descend upon you.” The Messiah is in the strictest sense the 
officiant. 

A Jew, even a Greek-speaking Jew, might always be conscious of the 
precise distinctions in such usages of “baptize,” but a Gentile would 
understand them only after considerable technical explanation. In 
Greek Barrifey has no trace of a causative sense; it is as purely active 
as the English “dip,” and to Greek ears "Iwdyns Barrier would mean 
only “John immersed.” So it seems most artificial to understand such 
a direct phrase as Siurmos Barricev airév (Acts 8:38) in any other way. 
A Jew could perhaps grasp that this is a condensation of “Philip acted 
as enabling and instructing witness at the ceremony where the eunuch 
immersed himself,”’ but Greek readers of Acts could never have extracted 
such a meaning from the passage. And there is no reason to suppose 
that other New Testament passages were understood (or meant) 
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differently; the change in the conception of the minister of baptism 
was inevitable as part of the change of Christianity from Jewish to 
Greek soil. 

The change would have been aided further by the Hellenistic theories 
of initiation into the mystery religions. However much the intro- 
duction of the neophyte might be thought to be his own act, the dominant 
conception is that the ceremony is performed by the priest. So, e.g., 
in Apuleius Metamor ph. xi. 23 of introduction into the Isis cult: ‘ Ilamque 
tempore, ut aiebat sacerdos, id postulante, stipatum me religiosa cohorte 
deducit ad proximas balneas, et prius sueto lavacro traditum, praefatus 
deum veniam, purissime circumrorans abluit.”” Lucius here has nothing 
to do but submit to the cleansing rite. 

A further factor that would tend in the same direction has been noted 
especially by Heitmiiller,* although he does not observe its significance 
for the modification of earlier practice. That is the partial assimilation 
of the theory of baptism to that of an exorcism. A convert was not 
in as evil a state as a demoniac, but both alike were truly under the rule 
of powers of evil, which could be broken by the use of the “name.” 
No one, of course, could exorcise in his own case, and so (it could be 
argued, consciously or unconsciously) he could not pronounce the 
decisive formula in baptism; at least, the invocation on the part of the 
candidate must be supplemented by one from the officiant. 

In fact, this last theory shows how the change could take place 
without suggesting any breach of continuity. From the very beginning 
prayers and invocations by the officiating witnesses can be assumed, 
and the transformation would simply accent the importance of these 
at the expense of the words uttered by the convert. This would lead 
to the gradual dropping of the post-baptismal invocation of the latter, 
which was eventually transferred to precede the ceremony; this is its 
position in the added verse of Acts 8:37. And when the officiant came 
regularly to lay his hand on the catechumen at the moment of immersion 
the ceremonial alteration would be complete. The process evidently 
had reached the conclusion of its development in the gentile portions 
of the Apostolic church, and from then on the essentials of the rite have 
remained unchanged. 


Burton Scott Easton 
GENERAL THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


New Yor« City 


* Op. cit., pp. 250-52, 334-36. 
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LEGENDS OF DANISH HEROES 


So far as subject-matter is concerned this book’ will run no water on 
the wheel of the student of comparative religion, though written by a 
master of that craft, but it turns loose a flood of method. When the 
Grimms and their school studied a group of heroic or religious traditions 
they sought to discard all but the oldest attainable form and apply all 
their acumen to it, as if in the hope of some day attaining something 
ultimate, a method which had behind it the unconscious presupposition 
of a golden age when God spoke face to face with man and presented 
him with final truth which a later age had darkened with foolish council. 
Svend Grundtvig found the true task of the student of traditions in 
studying their development from the earliest to the latest versions, in 
watching the creators of traditions at their work, and the ultimate 
task in formulating the laws by which they worked. This method is 
illustrated in his great work, Danmarks gamle folkeviser (The Ancient 
Ballads of Denmark), and was employed by Child in his English and 
Scottish Popular Ballads. If Jakob Grimm had done such:a piece of 
work he would have: regarded the various versions of a ballad as so 
much material out of which to “reconstruct” a theoretical primitive 
form. What would not fit into this would be but chips on his floor. 
Grundtvig regarded every version as of value and in his work printed 
one manuscript of each in extenso. Olrik, Gruntvig’s gifted pupil, has 
followed the path of his master and given us in this book an example of 
this method at its best. 

It is a translation and revision of the first volume of a series of three 
dealing with one great group of Danish legendary heroic lore. The 
first volume appeared in 1903, the second in 1911, but the appearance 
of the third has been delayed by the death of the author. It is, however, 
to be hoped that it will yet be published. This volume deals with the 
traditions of the elder series of Scylding kings and their subordinate 
heroes, and it is of interest to English-speaking peoples because it deals 


* The Heroic Legends of Denmark. By Axel Olrik. Translated from the Danish 
and revised in collaboration with the author by Lee M. Hollander. New York: ‘The 
American-Scandinavian Foundation, 1919. xvii+530 pages. 
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immediately with the Beowulf, indeed it is the best available commentary 
on the action of a great part of that poem. 

The sources for the study are found in Beowulf; in ancient lays, 
some of them preserved only in Latin versions by Saxo Grammaticus, 
others in Old Norse; in distinctly Danish traditions found in the 
Danish chronicles (Sven Aggison and Saxo); in twelfth-century Nor- 
wegian sagas used by Saxo, being mostly viking tales from western 
Norway; and in a number of Icelandic monuments. 

Olrik is a critical scholar, but, as a really great scholar, also a poet, 
and with loving care and poetic insight he arranges these sources in their 
right order and unfolds them before us so that we see how they developed. 
He shows how the English took over a body of traditions into which 
they put their earnest subjectiveness, how the original Danish parent 
stem shows the striking Danish sense for reality, how the Norwegians 
took over a body of traditions to which they gave the bursting wealth of 
their imagination, and how the Icelanders became the editors of tradi- 
tions and applied to them their power of organization and sense of 
proportion, elsewhere unapproached in the Middle Ages. 

But the best of the book for us, and the student of any traditional 
lore should come to Olrik to learn of him this, which sounds so simple 
and yet is so difficult to attain, is that he shows in detail how traditions 
develop out of themselves. Here is a tag end which is unfinished, a 
situation which could be developed further, something suddenly appear- 
ing in the middle of a tale with no explanation of its origin, an interesting 
hero who might well go through more adventures. These all are so 
many challenges to the next narrators. They finish the tag end, develop 
the situation, explain the origin, deck out the hero until he eclipses his 
lord, but they add strangely little that is new; it is but the re-working 
of old ideas. Scyld of olden times fares forth dead on the waters, his 
boat laden with treasure. ‘Men, hall-rulers, heroes under heaven, 
could not truly say who received that burden” (Beowulf, 1. 50). Cen- 
turies later the Norwegians add to the Scylding legends the tale of 
Sigurth Ring, the old king who after battle puts on his ship the body of 
his poisoned young love, decks his craft with the corpses of the best of 
the fallen heroes, sails out on the sea, sets fire to his ship, and slays himself. 
The old was mysterious, vague, solemn, in the form we have it, English; 
the new is magnificent, plastic, Norwegian, but it is the same tale retold, a 
tradition developed out of itself. It was from the collection of such 
phenomena that Olrik sought elsewhere to develop the laws of epic 
growth. 
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Dr. Hollander’s excellent introduction and translation are evidently 
a labor of love. 
The American-Scandinavian Foundation is to be thanked for putting 
this book before the English-speaking public. 
CHESTER NATHAN GOULD 
Untversity oF CHIcaco 


THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH! 


These two volumes form the first half of a work in four volumes. 
They are a part of a series of religious histories entitled the “World 
Worships Series.” The four volumes devoted to Christianity are to 
carry the history “to the close of the Reform Period.” The present 
volumes extend to the establishment of the Papal Autocracy or 1250. 
On account of the extent of the work it may be well to give it more 
notice than at first sight one would deem needed. In the first place, 
the book is written without references to sources—not a mortal sin, but 
frequently inconvenient where views are sometimes distinctly unusual. 
It is apparently based upon easily accessible works of modern writers. 
Sometimes they are mentioned by name; sometimes they are apparently 
quoted without more reference than quotation marks. But nowhere 
is there reference to volume and page. As an indication of some of 
the nuggets of historical wisdom which may be found in the book, 
which one would in no respect lay to the charge of the writers most 
used, Moeller, Milman, A. V. G. Allen, Emerton, and Gwatkin, the 
following, taken quite at random, may suffice. “These [the Syriac 
recension of the Ignatian Epistles] are in a much shorter form than 
that previously accepted. They are now pretty generally recognized 
as the only genuine Ignatian Epistles” (Vol. I, p. 135). Yet only 
two’pages later are to be found two quotations from Ignatius which 
are not in the Syriac but from the short Greek recension, concluding 
with this statement as to the teaching of Ignatius, ‘ Upon careful read- 
ing of the genuine epistles of Ignatius it will appear that there is not 
a single statement to throw any light upon the views of the author 
touching the Incarnation of Jesus or his divinity.” As to the position 
of the bishop in the third century we are told: “The powers of the 
bishop grew continually. His was the ordaining power, but he usually 
delegated this to the presbyters” (p. 241). Now this is interesting, 

* The History of Christianity. By Andrew Stephenson. Vols. I and II. Boston: 
Badger, 1919. 325 and 320 pages. $7.50. 
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if true; but if true, no little history will have to be re-written. The 
more recent investigations as to the fate of Nestorius are ignored, for 
he “died in exile in the Thebaid in 440” (p. 279). That may be a 
small point, but it shows that the writer, here as in the case of the 
Ignatian Epistles, was using antiquated secondary works. 

From the second volume we glean some novelties. ‘The Pseudo- 
Isadorian [sic] Decretals . . . . were arranged and published by an 
ecclesiastic of southern France”’ (p. 241). Speaking of Conrad IV, we 
are told that he “was captured and hung by Charles of Anjou,” when 
it was Conrad’s son, also of the name Conrad, who was captured and 
not hanged but beheaded by Charles of Anjou. “From 1250 to the 
Reformation was as complete a theocracy as ever the Jewish nation 
at its best state.” The following volumes may show this more particu- 
larly, we hope. Perhaps, however, the author is a radical “higher 
critic.” Gregory IX is mentioned as being “justly famous for his 
codification of the ecclesiastical law... . . The codification of these 
laws was completed in 1234 and printed under the title of Nova Com- 
pilatio Decretalium in 1473 at Mainz” (p. 317). Quite true, but what 
conception can the author have of the Corpus Juris Canonici, who 
speaks thus of the Extravagantes of Gregory [X ? 

The book, furthermore, is highly confused in order. Thus, to take 
merely one example, there is a fair statement of the Crusades in pages 
190 to 214. Immediately follows (p. 215) the story of the conversion 
of the Germans by St. Boniface. There is no evidence of any con- 
ception of the imperial constitution that lay behind the contest over 
investitures, though the political side of the work is on the whole the 
best. A perusal of so convenient and accessible a work as Karl Miiller’s 
Kirchengeschichte would have helped here more than Moeller, who is 
known to the author. 

It is ungracious to point out misspelling of proper names, often 
due to accident, but names appear in strange forms apart from mere 
misspelling. Possibly Lucian of Antioch gets his name of Lucien from 
some French authorities, though there is no evidence of acquaintance 
with French scholarship. Pierius and Theognostus appear as one 
person. Peter the Martyr appears as Peter Martyr. Henry Hildebrand 
is a new character, at least in history as it is commonly written. It 
seems to mean Henry IV. The list might be continued. 

In concluding this notice, too long for a book of so little real impor- 
tance, one can only express regret that a real history of Christianity 
had not been attempted rather than a poorly executed history of the 
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ecclesiastical development of the church, which has been done over 
and over again in much better form. The book seems for the most 
part to be the elaboration of scrappy lecture notes of one who was 
suddenly required to give a course on the history of the church and 
had to get his material together from where he could find it most easily. 
There is little evidence of any real grasp of the subject or appreciation 
of the opportunity presented for giving what is really needed—a history 
of Christianity as a religious and ethical system, a power in the actual 
life of men and of nations. 
JoseruH CULLEN AYER, JR. 


Divinity SCHOOL OF THE PROTESTANT EPIscopAL CHURCH 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 


BRIEF MENTION 


Capsury, H. J. National Ideals in the Old Testament. New York: Scribner, 

1920. xii+269 pages. $1.75. 

This is a good, popular. summary of the teachings of the Old Testament regarding 
the destiny of Israel. It is interesting to note: that under this caption the author 
subsumes almost the entire content of the Old Testament. Thisis completely in accord 
with the fact that the religion of the Hebrews was primarily not an individual concern, 
but a national interest. Prophet, psalmist, and lawgiver alike had national welfare 
at heart. The sage was the out-and-out individualist, even though individualism was 
first clearly enunciated by prophecy. The positions taken by Dr. Cadbury upon 
debatable topics are conservative, and his attitude throughout, though frankly 
committed to the historical method, is cautious. He indulges in no novel interpreta- 
tions, but satisfies himself with an attempt to familiarize the intelligent public with 
the spirit and method of modern biblical interpretation through a presentation of its 
more commonly accepted results in the field of the Old Testament. The book should 
prove very useful for the purpose for which it was designed. J. M.P.S. 


Sweet, Louis MatrHEws. Roman Emperor Worship. (World Worships 

Series.) Boston: Badger, 1919. 153 pages. $2.00. 

This book is a New York University doctor’s dissertation. The author sets 
himself the twofold task of showing (1) that emperor-worship is more deeply rooted 
in native Roman religion than has commonly been supposed, and (2) that this cult 
ultimately became so popular and dominant as to be “the one characteristic and 
universal expression of ancient paganism.”” Whether either contention is adequately 
maintained will certainly seem doubtful to some readers. Indeed the very limitations 
of space which the writer felt obliged to adopt rendered practically impossible such 
a comprehensive discussion of the data as would in any event have been necessary to 
establish the main thesis of the book. In its present form it is a valuable summary of 
selected statistics which must be read with caution by one unfamiliar with the larger 
body of evidence which had to be passed over in order to bring the dissertation within 
manageable limits. The author expresses a hope, which his readers will heartily share, 
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that he may soon find an opportunity for a more adequate and exhaustive presentation 
of the subject. Perhaps at that time he will be able to offer more substantial and 
convincing reasons for his doubts regarding the extent to which Greek and oriental 
influence operated in the genesis of Roman emperor-worship. Also the contention 
that the imperial cult was the one characteristic and universal expression of ancient 
paganism can hardly stand without a comparative study of other cults, especially the 
oriental religions that appealed so strongly to the populace during the imperial period. 
It is also very questionable whether the imperial authorities as early as the time of 
Domitian saw in Christianity a “deadly menace” to the unity of the empire and the 
supremacy of theemperor. A more thoroughly considered treatment of these problems 
is greatly needed, as is also a more careful proofreading. Such linguistic monstrosities 
as “le culte imperiale,” “‘Roman Mythologie,” or “‘Sitzungsberichte des Akadamie”’ 
remain uncorrected, and the accenting in the Greek citations is uniformly atrocious. 
S.J. C. 


CaRTER, GEORGE WitL1aAM. Zoroastrianism and Judaism. (World Worships 
Series.) Boston: Badger, 1918. 116 pages. $2.00. 


One could easily imagine that this monograph might have been written some 
twenty years ago and that no serious effort had been made to bring it up to date 
before publication. Apparently the writer is unfamiliar with the more recent studies 
upon both Persian religion and Judaism, and their mutual relations. His statement 
of the case represents only that stage of progress reached prior to the publication 
during the last two decades of investigations by such representative scholars as 
Jackson, Moulton, Séderblom, Béklen, and Bousset. A more careful revision oi the 
manuscript, or more drastic proofreading, ought to have prevented an unusually large 
number of infelicities in printing. For example, a certain well-known character of 
Persian religion appears in different chapters of the book as Ahriman, Aharman, and 
Ahrmian (for which we are given the astounding Greek equivalent ’Apetudvios); 
also “‘Good Thought” is variously designated Vohumanah, Vohn-Mano, Vohn-Manah, 
Vohu-Mano; and among the authorities cited on the first page of the first chapter are 
“Darmesteler” (twice) and “Edward Meyer, Geschichte des Alterkumus.” Other 
signs of dilettantism are, unfortunately, all too numerous. $5.¢ 


MERCER, SAMUEL A. B. Growth of Religious and Moral Ideas in Egypt. 

Milwaukee: Morehouse Publishing Co., 1919. ix+109 pages. $1.50. 

Dr. Mercer’s little book is a brief popular statement of Egyptian ideas about 
god and man, morality, mediation, and the future life. As the author well says: 
“To speak of an ‘Egyptian Theology’ would be unscientific. . . . . But it is quite 
legitimate to speak of an ‘Egyptian Religion’ in the sense that the Egyptians always 
were religious, although they never were unanimous in just what constituted their 
religion.” Conflicting and illogical beliefs due to mixture of local variations and to 
continually superimposing new conceptions upon the undiscarded old provide an 
awkward task for any writer. The author has not particularly clarified the situation 
in his analyses of god and man. More masterly is his chapter on morality. Various 
accidental misstatements and slips like “Uni” for ‘‘Unis” (pp. 1 and 71), “Horses” 
for ‘‘Horuses” (p. 73), and “monarch” for “nomatch” (p. 91) need correction. 

T. G. A. 
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La Rue, Witit1am Eart. The Foundations of Mormonism. New York: 

Revell, 1919. 243 pages. $1.25. 

While disclaiming any attempt to unsympathetically attack the Mormons, the 
author of this volume frankly admits that his intention is to discredit Mormonism 
in the eyes of its own followers. Mormonism, he believes, is “false in its fundamental 
claims and deceptive in its character.” It ca. be dislodged only by showing its 
followers something fundamentally wrong in their church structure or belief, or in 
their standard books published during the life of Joseph Smith. These fundamental 
errors he exposes under such headings as “‘ Joseph Smith,” ‘The Book of Mormon,”’ 
“The Book of Doctrine and Covenants,” ‘‘ The Holy Scriptures,” ‘The Organization,” 
“Gathering to Zion,” and “Polygamy.” An introductory chapter on Mormon 
history gives some elementary information. Although the author seems to have 
acquainted himself.with the early literature of his subject and to have had personal 
contact with the Mormons, it cannot seriously be claimed that he has made forceful 
use of his knowledge. His exposé lacks effectiveness. He has not begun to make 
full use of a crushing indictment. However, he rather cleverly points out how Mor- 
mon leaders have been misguided in their Zionistic schemes, and his reproduction of 
the subject-matter of the Nauvoo Expositor (June, 1844) is astute. The kindly spirit 
in which he performs his task may disarm the prejudices of the rising generation of 
Mormons, and pave the way for their reflection. But for students of Mormonism 
this study has comparatively little. vow 


Watcott, Grecory Dexter. Tsing Hua Lectures on Ethics. Boston: 

Badger, 1919. 193 pages. $1.75. 

Professor Walcott delivered these lectures at Tsing Hua college in Pekin during 
a year of instruction which he gave there. They were intended to introduce to Chinese 
students the conception of ethics entirely familiar to Americans, viz., that morality 
is essentially a social attitude, developed through group activities, that the ideals 
thus engendered may be altered as social conditions change, or as new knowledge 
becomes available, and that ethics ultimately aims at ideals which may be universally 
human rather than provincial. The discussions are in simple style, richly illustrated 
by concrete examples, and would serve well the purpose for which they were intended. 

G. B. S. 


McDowa tt, Stewart A. Evolution and the Doctrine of the Trinity. New 

York: Putnam, 1918. xxvii+258 pages. 

Mr. McDowall aims to restate the doctrine of the Trinity from the standpoint of 
evolution and related modes of thought. In carrying owt his plan he examines the 
Godward and manward aspects of personality, Christhood as link between Godhead 
and manhood, belief in human immortality, the evolution of personality, and finally 
transcendence and immanence. The book appeals to two classes: those who hold 
to the Trinity in spite of modern thought, and those who seek in modern thought for 
a convincing defense of the Trinity. Others will find here an unsuccessful, although 
a very able, attempt to resuscitate an ancient formula which, like “original sin” 
and the “‘two-nature doctrine” of Christ, has practically ceased to function in present- 
day religious experience. cit 
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Hastincs, James (editor). The Christian Doctrine of Faith. (The Great 

Christian Doctrines.) New York: Scribner, 1919. ix+419 pages. 

$3 .00. 

Those who have used or seen the first volume of Dr. Hastings’ series on the Great 
Christian Doctrines will not need to be told of its plan and place in the literature of 
the Christian religion. The second shows, like the first, that the editor has fixed 
upon the great facts of religious experience as the centers around which he aims to 
arrange the brightest and deepest of the reflections and the most glowing expressions 
of the inner life. Faith and prayer are subjects of discussion in Christian theology 
because they are first facts of experience apart from the Christian religion. Faith 
plays a part even in the pre-religious life. Accordingly, in his collection of the best 
thought on faith Dr. Hastings goes back to the elemental topics of the necessity, the 
importance, and the heroism of faith. With this as a starting-point he presents suc- 
cessively ideas on faith in one’s self, faith in men, faith in God, faith in Jesus, faith in 
Christ as Savior; the venture of faith, the fight of faith, the full assurance of faith; 
the foundation of faith, the confirmation of faith, and sanctification by faith. These 
are all vital aspects of a great factor in the spiritual life. The works of preachers and 
poets as well as of philosophers and scientists and men of affairs, as far as they are 
known to have given utterance to stirring or impressive sayings in them, are here 
brought together and placed at the disposal of the present-day religious teacher. Not 
the least suggestive and helpful in the volume are the words of the editor as he intro- 
duces the various subdivisions of the subject aiming to direct the reader in his own 
thinking. The volume is admirably fitted to fill the great “gulf fixed between the 
professor’s lecture room and the preacher’s study.” Many a young minister, finding 
that the preparation for his pulpit work is halting, will hasten to the volume for needed 


assistance and material. 
A. C. Z. 


AALDERS, W.J. De Kerk. (Bijbelsch-Kerkelijk Woordenboek, onder redactie 

van Prof. Dr. A. Van Veldhuizen.) Groningen, den Haag: Wolters, 1919. 

330 pages. F. 7.25. 

This third volume of the dictionary of religious information edited by Professor 
Van Veldhuizen is a highly commendable piece of work. Its scope is limited to the 
theological terms, ecclesiastical groups, and leading personages in church history. 
Dealing with conventional topics, it gives in brief but invariably lucid form the informa- 
tion which is desired. Naturally more space relatively is given to matters of Dutch 
church history than would be found in similar reference books published elsewhere. 
But we have noted no serious omissions, and have discovered no important errors. 
An admirably objective point of view is maintained, so that varying religious ideals 
all receive sympathetic treatment. It would be difficult to find more reliable informa- 


tion in so brief a compass. 
G. B. S. 
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